MINUTES OF OPEN HOUSE PUBLIC MEETING FOR THE BANCROFT STREET (GLENWOOD TO ASHLAND) PROJECT
COLLINGWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
June 26, 2014




This public meeting was an open house to allow concerned citizens to have their individual questions about the project and design recommendations addressed by members of City design staff or Design Review Team members.  Staff and DRT members were present from 6:00 until 8:00 PM.  Two larger “scroll” displays, one showing the tree planting plan and one showing paved, concrete, and ornamental landscape areas with curb alignment and striping on the pavement were available to review.  Many questions were answered and elements discussed.

Dave Dysard convened the group just after 6:30 PM for a brief presentation on project schedule and overview.  Members of the City staff or consultant team (Dave, Stephanie Bartlett, Gary Stookey, Dick Meyers) and Design Team Members present (Ken Schumaker, Mary Weil, Sue Postal, Lisa Kerrigan, Martin Jarret, Carol Kutsche, Tammy Michalak) were introduced and attendees were asked to discuss specific questions or concerns with them.  Dave discussed that project design began last summer with our first public meeting being held in August 2013.  Since then the design team has met twelve times and discussed design elements and components of the project.  In November the conceptual alternative was presented and included narrowing the street, adding bike lanes, parking in select locations with bump outs, reduced number of bus stops, removal of traffic lights, and gateway elements.  Since then the team has considered street trees and is recommending removal of existing trees and replanting replacement street trees with the project.  The recommended locations and species are shown in the display today.  The walks are recommended to be replaced.  The materials salvaged are to be reused wherever possible in landscape areas near the intersections as shown on the graphic.  Reused materials can’t be used at the bus stop locations due to concerns for riders’ safety and need for flat even surface as you access transit buses.  

The project is scheduled for construction for next year and to avoid losing the grant funding pledged to the project the design must be submitted early this fall for review by appropriate state and federal transportation staff.  Several representatives from the state were at the meeting (Heidi Harendza, Susan Gasbarro, Jennifer Acuna) and were thanked for their guidance and assistance in the design review process.

The open house continued and attendees (approximately 11 – nine who signed the attendance sheet) were engaged in discussion with staff and team members.  No major concerns or opposition to the design recommendations were presented.  

ATTACHMENTS – see web site for tree planting plan and project outline.
A. Bancroft Reconstruction Project – Final Draft Project Recommendations
B. Attendance sheet
A. 
Bancroft Reconstruction Project – Ashland to Monroe
Public Open House June 26, 2014

Design Review Team
Final Draft Project Recommendations – June 2014


Project Limits: Bancroft Street, from Ashland Avenue to Monroe Street. (There were extensive discussions of the need to expand project design elements westward beyond Maplewood, the original project limit.  The limits for the project have been extended to Monroe Street at the recommendation of the DRT.  City staff successfully pursued additional grant funding (from the Ohio Public Works Commission) to keep direct costs to the City’s CIP lower even though the limits were expanded.

Travel lanes: lanes will be narrowed to 11 feet travel lanes in each direction. New curbs will installed but gutter pans will not be included to better fit the character of the district (At the DRT recommendation the curb to curb width has been reduced.  This will slow speeds and lessen footprint of the street in the neighborhood.)

Bike Lanes: five foot bike lanes on either side will be included throughout the project area. (This was a desire expressed at the first public meetings.  This street is also part of the bike system plan for the City of Toledo.)

Parking: Bump outs will be added and parking will be included along the north side of the street from east of Robinwood to Parkwood.  (Discussion of need for parking focused on multi-unit buildings around corner of Scottwood /Bancroft and for the Seventh Day Adventist church at Parkwood.  Team recommended accommodating parking at these locations.)

Extended lawn area: will be maintained at ten feet on the south side to accommodate large canopy trees in the public right of way.

Current Street Trees: Existing street trees will be removed. (DRT debated this extensively.  It was felt this will provide a consistent “feel” for the area as new canopy trees of appropriate species grow and replace the existing mix of sizes and species, some of which are not well suited to street locations.  While this is a short term loss the team felt the reinvestment in the neighborhood will pay off long term.)

New Street Trees:  Trees will be replaced throughout the project area.  Species will be diverse with no more than two blocks with the same species along either side of the street as recommended by the landscape architects working with the team.  Along the north side of the street trees will be of species of less height to minimize conflicts (and invasive pruning) with Edison electric lines. Along the south side trees will be larger canopy trees.  Specific species recommendations are included in the planting plan.

Gateway piers: Fourteen foot piers with “Historic Old West End” lettering on them to provide a gateway area for the historic district are included in the project.  The areas will also have small plazas of recycled brick and sidewalk material.  Two piers will flank Bancroft Street between Maplewood and Glenwood.

Small plaza areas: Small areas of recycled brick from the street and recycled sidewalk material will be placed at the corners of the intersections (except where bus stops require a smooth surface for safe passenger access to buses).

Bus Stops:  The number of bus stops will be cut in half.  Remaining stops will have ornamental benches with backs (not plywood advertising benches) and concrete pads for safe and convenient access to buses. (TARTA staff has worked with the DRT to accomplish this goal.)

Traffic signals: Two signals do not meet “warrants” (official legal conditions for the installation of traffic signals).  These signals at Scottwood and Parkwood will be removed and signals at Collingwood will be replaced with updated equipment.  (DRT members reviewed this decision to see what latitude existed under the law but the guidelines must be followed.  City agreed to install underground conduits to allow replacement of the lights in the future, should they be warranted, without destruction of new pavement.)


B. Attendance 
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