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ELECTRICAL PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
AN ELECTRICAL PERMIT IS REQUIRED  for alterations, additions or up-grading of wiring systems in all existing buildings.  A permit is required for 
all new residential and commercial buildings, additions or alterations to wiring systems of new light fixture outlets, receptacle outlets or whenever a 
structure is altered requiring relocation of wiring or electrical outlets. 
 
AN ELECTRICAL PERMIT IS NOT REQUIRED  to complete minor repairs.  Minor repairs means the installation or replacement of light bulbs or 
fuses, repair to portable equipment such as lamps, irons, toasters, fans, sweepers and the like.  Minor repairs does not include changes in, additions 
to, or repairs to permanent electrical wiring.  An electrical permit is not required for the replacement of electrical fixtures, outlets and switches to an 
existing and approved electrical system. 

P/Electrical Permits                                                                                                                                                                                                           Rev. 08-01-15. CJZ 

 

 
 WHO MAY RECEIVE AN ELECTRICAL PERMIT? 

 
Homeowner.   
An unlicensed person may receive an electrical permit if they are an 
owner/occupant homeowner and meet all 3 of the following: 
 

1. The person is the owner of record of a single-family 
dwelling where the electrical work is being performed. 

 

2. The person is doing the electrical work personally. 
 

3. The person is occupying or will be occupying the structure 
as his/her established residence.  

 

A homeowner must perform all work in compliance with the 
State’s electrical codes.  No work shall be done unless all permits, 
inspections and approvals are secured.  The homeowner, under 
these circumstances does not need to possess an electrical 
contractor’s license to receive an electrical permit.  The homeowner 
contemplating doing their own electrical work must have the 
necessary knowledge to perform electrical work in compliance with 
codes and to work on electrical systems before attempting any work 
involving electricity. 
        No applicant for an electrical permit, other than a homeowner, 
may obtain a permit unless he or she possesses an electrical 
contractor’s license or is an agent of an employer as noted.   
 
Electrical Contractor. 
There are two types of Electrical Contractors’ license: 
 

 Electrical Contractor, General may apply for and receive an 
electrical permit for all occupancies. 
 

 Electrical Contractor, Residential may apply for and receive 
electrical permits for electrical work in 1-, 2- and 3-family residential 
occupancies. 
 
Agents of Established Maintenance Departments.  An agent of a 
maintenance department of the City of Toledo, a public institution or 
industrial plant may receive an electrical permit for work on electrical 
systems in or about the business premises.  The agent’s employer 
must maintain a department of maintenance for this purpose and the 
agent must sign the affidavit disclosing his agent status with his or 
her employer.  (See “Additional Requirements & Conditions”) 

 
Exceptions: 
 Signs: A licensed Sign Contractor may receive an electrical permit 
to install an electrical sign to an existing circuit. Only an Electrical 
Contractor, General, may receive an electrical permit to install a new 
circuit to the sign location. 
 

 Service Release: Any person may obtain an electrical permit for a 
service release inspection prior to reenergizing the electrical system 
when no work has been performed. 
 

 Carnivals: An owner or representative of a carnival may apply for 
and receive an electrical permit for electrical safety inspection. 
 

 Temporary Pole: Anyone may secure this permit. No restrictions. 

 
WHEN ARE PLANS REQUIRED 

 

Plans are not required for work on 1-, 2-, or 3-family occupancies, but 
a circuit schedule must be on the job site for inspection. 
 

Two sets of stamped plans are required from an Electrical Contractor 
General applying for permits for occupancies regulated by the OBC. 

 
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 

 

Carnival rides are inspected by the State’s Dept of Agriculture. 
Generators for carnival rides require an electrical inspection.  
Inspections of generators or electrical services for carnivals or 
festivals should be made during normal business hours. Requests for 
special inspections after normal work hours or on weekends may be 
arranged through Building Inspection at additional charges.  

 
“CROSSOVERS" FOR PERMIT ISSUANCE 

 

A person possessing a Comfort Heating and Cooling Contractor’s 
license with shop may install incidental wiring from electrical service 
panels in one-, two- and three-family dwelling houses to warm-air 
heating and cooling equipment being installed by a Comfort Heating 
and Cooling Contractor. No additional permit is required. 

 
WHAT IS THE COST OF AN ELECTRICAL PERMIT? 

 

See Toledo Municipal Code (TMC) §1307.03 Permit Fees or call the 
Division of Building Inspection (419-245-1220) for information. 


