COLLINS PARK IMPROVEMENTS
QUARTERLY UPDATE

Blue Ribbon Panel

The City of Toledo has convened a Blue Ribbon Panel to
evaluate the long-term needs at the Collins Park Water
Treatment Plant. The panel of third-party experts in the
fields of both harmful algal blooms and water treatment
plant construction will be providing independent
recommendations regarding both best practices in
water treatment and the effective treatment of algae.

The nine-member panel convened for the first time
on February 10 for an orientation session to better
understand our plant, our system and our processes.
The panel reconvened March 10-11 to discuss
approaches that may be applicable for the City of
Toledo. Their recommendations will be given to the
City’s design consultant, who will determine the
feasibility of the recommendations and incorporate
them into the program design.

The panel’s recommendations will be implemented
over the next three to four years. However, additional
treatment facilities will be in place to protect our
drinking water by July 1, in advance of the 2015
algae season.
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Prepared for Algal Bloom Season

The City of Toledo's plan for the upcoming algal bloom
season includes increased monitoring and treatment
of source water to ensure Toledo's water remains safe
to drink.

Two buoys will be installed around our intake in Lake
Erie to continuously monitor indicators like pH and
temperature and provide advance warning of a severe
algal bloom. By July 1, we will have chemical feed
improvements in place at three locations: the intake,
the low service pump station and the Collins Park Water
Treatment Plant.

Our scientists will monitor the treated, as well as the
untreated, water continuously for microcystins. We are
using the ELISA (enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay)
method, currently accepted by the Ohio EPA.

If microcystins are detected in the lake at the level of 3
parts per billion, testing will increase to three times per
week. If microcystin levels are found to be above 5 parts
per billion, the samples will be tested daily. All results
will be posted on the City’s website.
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